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THE HINDU

Another
corporation

(0 manage
garbage in city?

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

An agency tasked with so-
lid waste management
(SWM) in Bengaluru may
soon join the growing list
of boards and corporations
in the State. The govern-
ment is considering setting
up a new corporation for
SWM in Bengaluru.

The city’s civic body,
meanwhile, is set to pro-
pose a corporation only for
waste processing, while it
is keen on retaining the
functions of street sweep-
ing and garbage collection.
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A dedicated parastatal
agency tasked with SWM in
the city has drawn opposi-
tion from civil society
groups, which argue that
this would only further dis-
empower the Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike.
This would be opposed to
both letter and spirit of the
74th amendment to the
Constitution, that empow-
ers local self-governance,
they say.

The proposal on the
new corporation comes
days after the formation of
corporations for the deve-
lopment of Maratha and
Veerashaiva-Lingayat com-
munities. These corpora-
tions have also turned a
political sop to assuage le-
gislators and other leaders.
Chief Minister B.S. Yediyu-
rappa has over the last two
days nominated chairper-
sons to over 20 boards and
corporations.




MHA issues
fresh COVID
ouidelines

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) on Wednesday
issued fresh guidelines for
“surveillance, contain-
ment and caution” in view
of the surge in COVID-19
cases due to the ongoing
festival season and onset of
winter. The MHA has
stressed that States should
ensure 80% contacts of all
persons found COVID-19
positive should be traced
in 72 hours and their
“tracking, identification,
quarantine and follow up”
for the next 14 days should
be done strictly.

The order issued on
Wednesday is called ‘Gui-
delines for surveillance,
containment and caution’,
which will be effective
from December 1 to 31.

The MHA said that
States and Union Territo-
ries (UTs), based on their
assessment of the situa-
tion, may “impose local
restrictions” such as “night
curfew” with a view to con-
tain the spread of CO-
VID-19. “However, State/
UT Governments shall not
impose any local lockdown
(State/ District/ sub-divi-
sion/City level), outside the
containment zones, with-
out prior consultation with
the Central Government,”
MHA order said.

The MHA said that
States need to enforce so-
cial distancing in offices.

“In cities, where the
weekly Case positivity rate
is in more than 10%, States
and UTs concerned shall
consider implementing
staggered office timings
and other suitable mea-
sures, with a view to re-
duce the number of em-
ployees attending office at
the same time, thereby en-
suring social distancing,”
the order said.



Separate agency for SWM on the cards

BBMP plans agency for waste processing: it is keen to retain street sweeping, garbage collection tasks

K.V, ADITYA BHARADWAJ
The Swmte government is
keen on taking away solid
waste management (SWM)
from the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BEMP)
and instituting a parastatal
for the same, along
the lines of dedicated agen-
cies for power, water, bus
service, and metro service
outside the ambit of the d-
ty's civic body.

However, the BEMP is all
se to propose the formation
of a Bengaluru Solid Waste
Processing Corporation, thiat
will be tasked with only
waste processing in the city,
while retaining street sweep-
ing and garbage collection
itself,

bage collection is one of the
of any civic body, which we
will retain. But there is an ex-
pertise gap in managing pro-
cessing plants, which we feel
can be bridged with a dedi-
cated corporation. I will be
submitting a proposal for the
same this week,” said BEMP
Commissioner M. Manjunath
Prasad.

However, a senior Urban
Development  Department
official in favour of an SWM
parastatal, sald processing
being given up would only be
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a half measure. “How will
this processing corporation
function if the civic body
does not provide segregared
waste? ldeally, the entire ga-
mut of SWM opemtions
should be brought under
one parastatal agency,” he
satliel.

The government is yet to
take a final call on the lssue,
sources sald. Though a simi-
lar proposal was made a few
years agn, it never gathered
momentum as the garbage
cess that the BBMP collected
along with property tax was
only & small fraction of what
was spent on SWM - over
1,000 crore annually = over
the last two years. However,

that has changed with a new
provision to impose a user
fee of 1200 per household as
per the new SWM bylaws.
This is expecteid to generate
an annual revenue of over
700 crore, reviving the
proposal.

The move (o create a pa-
rastatal agency has drown
the ire of urban governance
activists and political par-
ties. Even as the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) termed this
“wishing away of primary
responsibilities”, the former
leader of the Opposition in
BBMP council Abdul Wajid
(Congress) said, the BIP-led
State government had been
eating into the automomy of
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amendment
However, the proposal has
support from sev-

omwmpmdl

cvic body and creating
mure parastatal agencles
will be directly
contradicting the 74th
amendment .

MATHEW iDICLULLA,
 Livwryir il urtaan poley edwodabe

member of the BEMP Tech-
nical Advisory Commiitee on
SWM, said the processing
corporation would increase
the efficiency of asset man-
agement in processing and
help build new capacity.

Accountability
Not

everyone agrees though.
N.5. Mukunda, founder pre-
gident of Citizens Action Fo-
rum, said parastatal agencies
lacked a structure of accoun-
tability. “The de-politicisa
tion of utility services may
find popular support among
the middle classes, but it
lacks structures of accounta-
bility and will only fail in the
long run,” he said.



Non-profit organisations join
hands to empower waste pickers

Saamuhika Shaku
launched: it is
funded by a
sweden-hased
foundartion

SPECLAL COIE RSP ON TN T
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Though informal waste pick-
ers are a crucial cog in the
sofld  waste  management
wheel, they remnain virtually
“lvisible™, and Gwoe dis-
crimitation owing w the na-
ture of thsdr work. With
aim w improve the lives of
waste plckers in the city,
etght  non-profit  organiss-
Horns have polived foroes o
bmich Saamohika Shakii, o
mwdti-yeir project, The pro-
jert, funded by Sweden
Based HEM Foundatson, ful-
krws the collective impact
approskch, For the first three
years, the foundation his
commmited $1 milllon, with
scope for extensling i for
anathir three years.

The core component of
the propect is gender equity
and equitable access for wor
et rirls, wnd other valner-
able groups. As per data,
there are around 22500
wasie pickers, inchuding in-
formal waste collectors, sor-
ters i dry waste collection
centres, and scrap shops,
and e rant waste buyers.

At the launch on Wednes

As per clata, there are around 22, 500 waste pichen, including
infarmal waste collectars, in the city. «nu saoru

day, Druhar Benganhuru Ma-

hanagara Palike (DIMP)
Commisssoner N Manjunath
Prasud said the need of the
hour was o support wusie
plchers” lvelibwsod amd -
prove their quality of life. He
stressed on the need o e
grate eforts of varkous de-
[RTIEEE S A1 CTENE W e
mitss  @hod  the  many
schiemes that the waste phok-
ers may benelil from, be i
bis bt dirinking water, i,

Istegruting them

A panel discusslon on the
rule of waste plokers, 1'15-'!-
o integrale rlpl:

formal waste ph:hﬂ ec-u-u-ﬁ
tem, mnd challenges ol e
Rralinn  saw  particigatbon
froun BEMI™s Special Com-
missloner (SWM) [ Ran
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deep, co-founder of Hasir
Dula Nolind Shekar, and
Bhiarti Dewan from the Arim
IPremiji "hilanthropic
Initistives.

Ms, Shekor, who was |n-
stramental in getting the civic
bty 10 issue identity cands o
veaste phokers in 2000, sald in-
lormal waste pickers reduce
the cost ol SWAL She emphs
sised how thelr skl and
kmiledge with nespect o
differend wasbe strears ane of
remendows  valae W the
SWHI eoosysiem,

The nots-profl organis-
thoma that have come 1ogeth-
er for the Saanrmuhilka Shakai
project are BBC Media Ac
tom, CARE, Masiru Dala, Ls-
hourNet, Save the Clidkdren,
Socil Alpha, Water Abd, and
T/ Musdige Foumakatiom.



HC reserves order on pleas for
holding BBMP council election

Directive sought on conducting polls only to 198 wards

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BERGALURL

The High Court of Karnataka
on Wednesday reserved its
order on petitions seeking
direction for holding elec-
tions to the Bruhat Bengalu-
ru  Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP) council by ignoring
the increase of number
wards to 243 as the polls
would be delayed because
the process for creating new
wards and related proce-
dures take one more year.

A Division Bench com-
prising Chief Justice Abhay
Shreeniwas Oka and Justice
8. Vishwajith Shetty re-
served the verdict on com-
pletion of arguments on be-
half of the State Election
Commission (SEC) and other
petitioners. The SEC itself
had sought a direction from
the court to go ahead with
the process under way to
hold elections to 198 wards
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FROM THE COURT
ignoring the increase in the
number of wards to 243 as
such a process violates con-
stitutional mandate of timely

holding of elections to local
bodies.

Amendment

Earlier, it was contended on
behalf of the State govern-
ment that elections cannot
be held ignoring the amend-
ment made in October 2020
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to the Karnataka Municipal
Corporations Act, which in-
creased number of wards for
BBMP area.

The government claimed
that delay for holding elec-
tions, due by September 10,
2020, was because of the
COVID-19 pandemic as a
committee had began delib-
eration on amending law be-
fore the pandemic but pro-
cess got delayed owing to
lockdown.

However, it was contend-
ed on behalf of the SEC that
the committee was set up
only after the commission
filed a petition in the High
Court in January this year
seeking directions to govern-
ment to complete process of
delimitation of 198 wards as
per 2011 Census and fix re-
servation for wards to ena-
ble the SEC to hold elections
before the expiry of term of
the BBMP council.

COVID-19: 1,630 new cases, 19 deaths reported

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The State on Wednesday re-
ported 1,630 new cases of
COVID-19, taking the total
number to 8,78,055. With 19
deaths, the toll rose to 11,714.
This is apart from 19 deaths

of patients due to non-CO-
VID-19 reasons.

As many as 1,333 people
were discharged on Wednes-
day, taking the total number
of recoveries to 8,41,432. Of
the remaining 24,890 active
patients, 405 were being
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monitored in the ICU. While
the positivity rate for the day
stood at 1.33%, the Case Fa-
tality Rate (CFR) touched
1.16%.

Bengaluru Urban report-
ed 916 cases, taking its tally
to 3,66,233. With 11 deaths

coming from Bengaluru, the
toll in this district rose to
4,101. The active cases in
Bengaluru touched 18,360.
As many as 1,22,454 tests
were conducted in the last
24 hours, including 1,02,480
RT-PCR tests.



BVK. lyengar
Road, Avenue
Road to be
developed

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

B.V.K. lyengar Road and Ave-
nue Road, two major roads
in Chickpet area, will be ta-
ken up for development as
per TenderSURE norms un-
der the Smart City project.

During an inspection of
roads on Wednesday, Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like Administrator Gaurav
Gupta directed officials of
Bengaluru Smart City Ltd. to
draw up a master plan and a
traffic diversion plan as well
as a timeline for the work
within a week. Officials were
also directed to submit a
feasibility report of develop-
ing S.J.P. Road.
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THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

Karnataka braces
for Nivar impact,

alert in some parts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Bengrbim/Myam_

WITH Cydaone Nivar headed for the Tamil
Nadu coast, most parts of south-interior
and coastal Karnataka are expected to re-

ceive rainfall for the next two days and
also witness a dip in temperature.
speaking about Karnataka's prepared-
ness, CH B § Yedivurappa said that the
government has taken
. all precantionary meas-
ures as heavy rain is ex-
pected in Bengalnruand
b neighbouring districts.
“I have directed the dis-
V . trict anthorities to take
all necessary measures.,
An alert has been sounded in a fiew places
while rescue and relief personnel have
been placed on standby,” he said.

The India Meteorological Department
has issued a vellow alert for Bengahiru
Urban, Bengaluru Eural, Kolar, Chikka-
ballapur; Mandya and Tum kuru districts
on November 25 and 26. Meanwhile, the
South Western Railways has cancelled
two trains originating from Bengaluru
to Chennai on Thursday.
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PROTESTS PAY OFF, PETE ROADS TOBE RESTORED SOON

Bangalore Central MP PC Mohan, BEMP Administrator Gaurav Gupta visit area; traders hit by pandemic and bad infrastructure

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(dBengahmny

THERE is hope in sight for the
traders of Chickpet, Mamulpet
Akkipet, Balepet, Avenue Road
and surrounding areas, whose
businesses are reeling under
twin blows: the reluctance of
the public to step outside homes
for shopping, and roads not re-
stored after being dug up for
various works

Many petitions and protests
later, politicians and officials
visited the area on Wednesday,
and assured the traders that all
steps will be taken up to restore
the roads at the earliest.

Bangalore Central MP PC

Mohan and BEMP Administra-
tor Gaurav Gupta were among
those who visited the area
Mohan later told TNIE, “The
traders have taken a beating in
their business. I have asked of-
ficials to ensure the roads are
set right very soon. It will be
done in a phased manner.”
The Karnataka Hoslery and
Garment Association had sub-
mitted a letter to Chief Minis
ter B § Yediyurappa on Novem-
ber 21. Association president
Dungarmal Chopra, secretary
Prakash Bhojani and taxation
committee chairman Sajjanraj
Mehta said, “The rainhas wors-
ened the condition of the roads,
causing inconvenience to shop

MP PC Mohan and BBMP Ad lnmstlamlﬁaumv
fGupta visit Chickpet on Wednesday | vmookumar T -

—_— -
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owners, customers and other
stakeholders. The bad roads
make it very difficult for every-
one to complete their work on a
day-to-day basis.” The areaisa
hub of over 20,000 traders who
have customers coming from
all over the state, country as
well as abroad, the letter said.
“Considering that Chickpet
is a commercial hub, the only
infrastructure development is
the Chickpet Metro. We want
the authorities to help make
this area a world-class business
and trade hub,.” the associa-
tion's office-bearers wrote to
the CM. Chickpetisa central at-
traction for tourists, who buy
garments, especially silk, here.

High Court reserves order on BBMP polls

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
EiBenglun

THE Karnataka High Court on
Wednesday reserved judgment
on a batch of PILs seeking di-
rection to hold elections to the
Bruhat Bangalore Mahanagara
Palike (BEBMP). A division
bench of Chief Justice Abhay
Shreeniwas Oka and Justice S
Vishwajith Shetty reserved the
order after hearing the argu-
ments of Advocate General
Prabhuling K Navadgi, who
said the purpose of the amend-
ment to the KMC Act to in-
crease the number of wards
from 198 to 243, is to ensure a
proper governance model. “The
legislature has not taken an
overnight decision. The exist-

ing wards are highly dispropor-
tionate,” he added.

He stated that legislation can
be struck down only on three
limited grounds - for lacking
legislative competence, violat-
ing Fundamental Rights, or if
found to be ‘mani-
festly arbitrary’. In
the absence of lim-
ited grounds, the
government cannot
be directed to ig-
nore a law enacted
by legislature.

The bench said
the petitioners’ contention was
that elections be held as per the
existing wards to avold breach
of constitutional mandate to
hold the polls on time. If the
amendment is taken into ac-

count, it will be contrary to Ar-
ticle 245317, as elections can’t be
held on time, the court added.

“Article 243-U can't be read in
isolation. The provisions of Part
[¥-A must be read as a whole
amd be given effect to. Proper de-
limitation of wards
is an essential fea-
ture of the article,”
Mavadgi said.

The bench asked
him whether elec-
tions can be post-
poned on the
grounds of creation
of additional wards. “The mo-
ment we uphold the state’s en-
actment, it will defeat the con-
stitutional mandate to hold
elections on time... Even legis-
lature does not have power to

enact law contrary to Article
243-10," the bench said.

The AG submitted that the
State government would
welcome directions on the time-
line for a new delimitation
process, and elections held.
The delay was due to the Covid
pandemic, he added. Senior
counsel for a petitioner Prof
Ravivarma Kumar argued that
the State cannot make applica-
ble amendments to the present
situation as elections are al-
ready overdue.

Senior counsel KN Phanin-
dra, State Election Commis-
sion, submitted that the Delim-
itation Commission came into

existence after SEC filed a PIL
before court, seeking directions
to hold elections.
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FOR A BETTER LIFES

From rags to some riches, Palike to help waste collectors

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GEagluy

SAMUHIKA Shakti, a pro-
gramme to address the plight
and improve working condition
of dry waste collectors in Ben-
galuru, was launched on
Wednesday. The initiative,
funded by Sweden-based H&M
Foundation, has the supportof
Bruhat of Bengaluru Mahana-
garaPalike BEC Media Action,
CARE, Hasiru Dala, Labour-
Net, Save the Children, Social
Alpha, WaterAid and The/

Nudge Foundation have also
joined the programme.

“The vision is toenable them
to have greater agency to lead
secure and dignified lives,” said
Maria Bystedt, Strategy Lead,
H&M Foundation.

BEMPF Comimissioner N Man-
Junatha Prasad said work is on
to identify the waste collectors,
give them identity cards and
bring them under SWM rules.
There should be nounorgansied
dry waste collectors and the
BEMP is working towardsit. So
far, 8,000 rag-pickers have been

identified and given ID cards.
The city, which has 198 wards,
has 168 dry waste collection cen-
tres and work is on to set up
moresuch centres, he added.
During a webinar on Wednes-
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day. BBMP officials and experts
accepted that the rag-pickers
know the waste best and help the
government save crores of ru-
pees. Though the waster collec-
tors are the lowest in financial
hierarchy, they play acrucial role
in saving this cost, they said.
BEMP Special Commissioner,
SWM, D Randeep admitted that
there are gaps in the systern and
linkages which are being filled.
In the next 3-4 months, robust
waste collection will be done
where waste pickers and self-
help groups will be aggressively

involved. The Netherlands had
come forward to set up 10 dry
waste centres and the plan is
now to extend it to other places.

During the first three years,
Samuhika Shakti will attainsix
key outcomes for waste pickers
and their families— higher and
more stable income, improved
and safer working conditions,
access toaffordable and quality
services from public and pri-
vate sector, support systems for
victims of violence and sub-
stance abuse, and more respect
and recognition for their work.



CONFIRMED CASES

BOARE——

VUAIAPLRA <
(EFA ] BAGALKOT ~——

25,524 ==L

UTTARE
AN MA DA

[[EFT HAVERI
DAVANGERE

THVAMOGEE

o -

KON -—

BT om0 MaGALLRY -
SN < MYSURL

21,306
L1541
21,333
31664
3,244

i 8,78,055

1,630

1,333

19

TALLY ON

WEDNESDAY

g

HITRADUR Gk
IO 73,049
CHIKABKLLAPUR

NOLAR LIS

3,83,681

CHAMAR BLENAGES RAMANAGER L MANDYA

» KALABURAG [
»  YADGR § k.74

gLt 5.7 |
gl L] 10,708 |

13,454

1,995

TIJ'II.I.

1,22,454
Samples tested
24,890

Tntnl active cases

11 714 8,41,432

Total recoveries

P3

BBMP pilot study on Covid patients under way

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
mhengaluru

BRUHAT Bengaluru Mahana-
gara Palike officials are con-
ducting a pilot study of Covid
patients at select primary
health centres, as the number
of people with complications
during Covid-19 and after they
recover is growing.

The study, being done with
experts, includes people associ-
ated with primary health cen-
tres (PHCs) located in
Malleswaram, Siddaiah Road,
Ulsoor, Srirampura, Hosahalli
and Banshankari, BEMP spe-

cial commissioner for health,
Rajendra Cholan said on
Wednesday

He was speaking during a
virtual interaction with resi-
dent welfare associations and
citizens titled ‘Reboot Bengalu-
ru: Agendato learn what BBMP
is doing to flatten the Covid-19
curve and discuss how Ben-
galureans can join hands with
the BEMPF to hasten the proe-
ess’. It was organised by Nam-
ma Bengaluru Foundation.

The study is being undertak-
entoensure the right treatment
is given to people at hoame after
they recover, Cholan said. The

results will be implemented af-
ter they are ready and approved
by the government, he said.
The systemn of releasing test
reports, especially ones where
the result is negative, has been
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decentralised. All labs and test
centres have now been stream-
lined and reports are madeavail-
able in §-32 howrs. The BBMP
has decided toset up two station-
ary test centres in each ward - at
the PHC, and ward office - so
that people know where to get
themselvestested and obtain re-
sults. TheGPS locations of these
centres are being uploaded onto
the BEMP website.

Mobile test units will now
shift focus to people with co-
morbidities, slum areas and
others in need.

Cholan also said that while
the number of cases is on the

decline, the resources available
on the ground are huge. So, the
whole system is now being
streamlined with a focus on
identifying and testing people
with comorbidities and people
aged above 60 as the winter
months are crucial, he said.

BBMP is also improving the
process of issuing home isola-
tion certificates and ensuring
that such people get adequate
care Talks are also on with col
leges to set up test centres in-
stead of deploying mobile test
vehicles. So far, 480 mobile
teams have tested 33,000 stu-
dents in colleges.



Night curfew not
likely inK’taka

Situation doesn't warrant it as cases are
on decline, says health commissioner

ABBMP squad on tvenue Road, in Bengalury on Wednesday | vinoo mumas

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Bengalury

EARNATAKA is unlikely to
impose lockdowns even
though states can do so under
guidelines released by the
Ministry of Home Affairs on
Wednesday
The puidelines, ef fective for
December, allow states and
Union Territories to impose
lockdowns and night curfews
based on their assessment, but
Karnataka is not likely to ex-
ercise such options, Health
Commissioner Pankaj Knmar
Pandey told TNIE. “It isanop-
tion, but the sitnation at
present doesn’t warrant it. As
for new containment and sur-
veillance guidelines, we are al-
ready implementing most of
ther,"” he said.

A loecal lockdown outside a
containment zone can be im-
posed only after consultation
with the Centre. After the na-
tionwide lockdown was lifted,
the state government had re-
imposed a lockdown between
July 12-22. Cases spiked in
July- September, but began to
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adecline from October: From a
peak of around 10,000 cases a
day the number has now come
down to 1,000 cases each day

The central guidelines say
that the list of containment
zones will be notified on web-
gites run by the district
administration.

“There shall be strict pe-
rimeter control to ensure that
there is no movement of peo-
ple in or out of these zones,

except for medical emergen-
cies and for maintaining sup-
ply of essential goods and
services. There shall be inten-
sive house-to-house surveil-
lance. Testing shall be carried
out as per protocol. Listing of
contacts shall be carried out
in respect of all persons found
positive, along with their
tracking, identification, quar-
antine and follow up of con-
tacts for 14 days, with 80% of
contacts to be traced in 72
hours,” the guidelines said.

In the past week, Mandya,
Gadag, Bidar, Dakshina Kan-
nada and Chamarajanagar
districts performed the best
on contact tracing.



Staying safe with

sanitisef

* Roshne
Balasubramanian

ash vour hands for a

minimum of 30 sec-

onds with soapand wa-

ter after touching any
surface’, Do not touch yvour
face, mouth and nose’, “Use a
hand sanitiser to curb the
spread of the virus'.. Over the
last eight months, people
across the globe have, like nev-
er before, been mindful of
their hand hygiene - washing
and sanitising it at regular in-
tervals. However, the growing
paranoia of contracting the
novel coronavirus through
surface touch has effectively
led to increased use of hand
sanitisers, potentially increas-
ing its effects on the skin. Dr
Deepika Lunawat, consultant,
Dermatology/ Cosmetology,
Fortis Malar Hospital, in
Chennai, shares what the fre-
quent use of sanitisers can do
to the skin.

Rips off moisture

It'sbeenadvised to use sanitis-
ers with at least 60 per cent al-
cohol to clean your hand.
Although following the man-
date is essential, excessively
using sanitisers and constant-
ly spraying it on the hands
and palms, can lead the
aleohol content in it to rip the
skin off its natural moisturis-
ing factor. This will make
the skin more prone
to dermatitis.

KEEP INMIND

&

To prevent any damage, use soap and water to clean the hands, instead of picking a
hand sanitiser. Make it a mindful practice touse a sanitiser only if soap and water
aren't immediately available. After every handwash and after using a sanitiser,
ensure fo apply amoisturiser toyour hand. Hyaluroic acid in moisturising creams
will provide a hydrating filmtothe skin, protecting it from dryness, cracks and
blisters. The goodness of moisturiser can be furthered by covering the hands with
cotton gloves (before going to bed). Thiswill add onto the moisturising effect. For
those whodon'thave access to moisturisers, oil and ghee can also be used.

Risk of eczema

IR W YWk YWl

Over usage of sanitisers can
increase contact withirritants
and allergens, increasing the
risk of eczema. This often
manifests in the form of dry-
ness of the skin, redness, blis-
ters, cracks and can also lead
to itching. People who already
suffer from the condition will
become more prone to
flareups.

Causes allergic reaction

Some sanitisers have the
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presence of an antibacterial

and antifungal agent called
triclosan. Excessive use of
this could be a possible
health hazard, leading to al-
lergic reactions, while also
making one antibiotic-re-
sistant. The now prevailing
cold weather will only fur-
ther burden the condition.
Some studies also project
that excessiveuse may cause
hormonal issues/imbal-
ance, affect the immune sys-
tem, affect fertility and foe-
tal health, among others.



Says States
Free To Impose
Night Curfews

BhartlJain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Seeking to consol-
idate the gains achleved
agalnst the spread of Covid-19
and tackle the recent spike in
cases in a fow states and UTs,
thehome ministry on Wednes-
day updated guldelines that
called for staggered timingsin
offices in cities clocking a pos-
Itivity rateof more than 10%.
The Centrealso gave states
leeway to impose local restric-
tlons like nlght curfews, de-
pending on thelr assessmont
of the situation. Importantly,
with crowded markets and
weakly bazaars emergingasa

TIMES OF INDIA
MHA: Stagger office timings if
city positivity rate crosses 10%

NO SEALING OF STATE BORDERS

» OK to impose night curfew, but AVERAGE DAILY
MHA nod must for lockdown outside  POSITIVITY RATE (%)

MBBS physical class
may start from Dec 1

containment zones. Inter-state pelhi [EY®] he National Medical
borders can't be sealed Commission (MMC) has
Pune N .

» Tracking, quarantine, 14-day Mumbal NG recommended medical .

follow-up of all contacts of +ve g;'f“sf mﬁé‘g““&“m'm’

people must; 80% of contacts Gurgaon Y nrhm uI;eclar; i ﬂ:“

to be traced within 72 hours Faridabad 211?(:'2“1' M'! adermicand PG

> MHA for staggered office Ghaziabad [ 4.3 sessionsfrom Feb 1and July1

timings in cities with weekly Bengaluru [ L8 respectively. The PG-NEET may

case positivity mte of over 10% Last one week figures takeplaceinMarch-April. P16
wp concern, the guldelines and gpovernment. “In cltles  soclal, religlous, entertain-
for December have asked the  wheretheweeklvcasepositiv-  ment, sports and cultural

health ministry to 1ssue stan-
dard operating procedures
(S0P) t0 regulate visiiors
thronging marketplaces. The
S0Ps are to be “strictly en-
forced by states and UTS™.
States and UTs have been
advised to enforce social dis-
tancing In offices, both private
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ity rate is more than 0%,
states and UTS concernad
shall consider implementing
stageered office timings, with
a view to redice employees ai-
tonding office at the same
time,” the guidelines said.
While the new norms re-
talned the cap on attendees at

gatherings in closed spaces at
50% of hall capaclty with a
colling of 200, they also al-
lowed states and UTs to re-
duce this celling further to
100 people or less, based on
their assessment.

» Need of the hour, P 16

Containment zones in B’luru
fall from 40k to 2 in 3 months

Timaes News Nerwoms

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
capital. which once reported
the highest number of Covid-19
cases in the country for several
days at A stretch, now has only
twocontalnment zones—ddown
from 40,563 In Algust.
“Bengalurn was never
prepared for a pandemic and
we were only reacting (to it).
All 1ssues have now becn stre-
amlined,” Rajendra Cholan,
BBMP special commissioner
(health and I'T), sald at a webl-
nar organized on Wednesday
by Namma Bengaluru Foun-
dation In assoclatlon with
EWAs and BEMP health offl-

60% govt-referred patients opted for pvt hosps

hile government hospitals had near monopoly overCovid-19

management inthe first three months of the pandemicand
private hospitals started treating the infections only in late June, the
latter have treated three out of every five patients referred by public
authorities, reports Sunitha Rao R. According to data till Novemnber
23, the government sent 73,511 patients (57.29%) to private hospitals,
and got 54,925 (42.8%) treated at its institutions. The cost of
treatment wasenvisaged at Rs 484 crore in private hospitals and Rs
114 crore at government hospitals. Sofar, private hospitals have
been reimbursed Rs 146.6 crone for treating 35,187 people. P 4

clals tothrowlight on thepan-
demic management.

“W've reduced the testing
target to 30,000 from the earii-
er 50,000. This is because the
positivity rate has come dome
drastically,™ Cholan added.
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E'LURU WATCH

Covid figures as on Nov 25

According todata presented.
at the webinar, Mahadevapura |
zone has the highest positivity
rate at 23% followed by RR Na-
gar 2%. South and west zones,
considered hotspots earier, has
aposltivity rate of 1.3%.



- BBMP administrator seeks
report on Avenue Rd upkeep

Tiaes News NETwWORK

: Bengaluru: Bruhat Bengs-
: lurn Mahanagara Pallke
: (BBMP) administrator Gau-
: rav Gupta on Wednesday di-
: rectad clvic officlals wo come
: up with a time schedule per-
¢ tainingtodevelopmentof Av-
: enue Road under the Smart
: Clty project.

: The kilometre-long road,
: which connects KR Market
- with Majestic and Is the ner-
: ve centre of the city’s retail
: hub, is all set to pet a facelift
: along with other important
- roadsIn thearea. Gupta, who

OMNE-WEEK DEADLINE

: Inspected Chickpet and Cot-
: tonpetareasalong with Beng-
: aluru Central MF, PC Mohan,
: told the officlals o submit a
: reporton Avenue Road within
: aweek's time after incorpora-
. tng all the deslgn-related
: changes. “Take steps to lden-
: tify alternative routes to di-
- vert traffic and commence
. work at the earllest,” he told
: thecivicofficials

CLOSE LDOK: BEBMP administrator Gaurav Gupla -nsnu-:’ﬁ Avenue
Road on Monday. He has sought a report within seven days

The administrator also to-
ok note of the complaints re-
lated to water-logging and
broken pavements on S.JP Ro-
ad and directed his team to
come up with a feasibility re-
port on taking up works on
thebusy stretch that isdotted
with hamiware, metal and
glectrical stores.
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Earlier, traders alleged ci-
vic apathy and malntalned
that roads in the area were
riddled with potholes and the
pavements were not fit for
walking. “Even a small spell
of rain leaves the roads wa-
ter-logged for hours, making
It difflcult for people to move
around,"” they allogod.



Hosp treats Covid with HIV
drug, says results promlsmg

Sumit ha. Rao@timesgroup.com

EBengalurn: Thymosin Al-
phal, a drug used to treat
hepatitis, HTV and some forms
of cancer, 18 being used o
treat mild to severe Covid-19
Infections at a private hospital
In Bengalumi. Doctors say the
drug restores immume T cells
and reduces the possibility of
a cytokine storm.

At Sagar Hospltals, Jay-
anagar, more than 300 patients
In the 40-80 years age group
have been administored the
drug by a critical care team
and the results have been en-
couraging, doctors say

The hospital first began
using the drug for Covid on
July 15. Each vial costs Rs
1,300 and contains 1.6mg of
the drug. Two doses are ad-
ministered dally for seven
days and patients have to sign
a consent form.

Dr R Ravl Eumar, consult-
ant Intensivist and head [CU
& critical care, Sagar Group
of Hospitals, sald the success
rate is 85%. While 50% of tha
patients suffered mild to
moderate infection, the rest
WEre SOVEre cases,

“There is no definite treat-
ment for Covid.” said Dr Ku-
mar. “Covid reduces immu-
nity of patients drastically
and for any antiviral drug to
work effectively we nead an

KEEPING PRESSURE UP: BBMP health workers converted a bus shelter
into a swab sample collection booth in Bengaluru on Wednesday

immuno modulator. That's
where Thymosin comes in.
However; a trial on 1,000 pa-
tients is still in progress. On
the 200 patlents on whom it
has been used, it has shown
results.”

He sald the drug has
helped a majority of patlents
stay off a ventilator and it
has no slde effects. However,
the hospltal Aid not dlvulge
the exact number of patlents
who survived after being ad-
minisiered the drug. “Once
we complete treating 1,000
patients with this drug, we
will submit a research paper
to an international journat,”
Dr Kumar said.

At the moment, thedrg Is
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being used only on patients
who seek admission on thelr
oW, and not those reforred by
BBME It is not part of the
clinieal protocol sat by the
Technical Advisory Commit-
tee in the state. Not many hos-
pltals use the drug.

Dr Anoop Amarnath,
geriatrician and member of
the government's Covid man-
agemant Critical Care Sup-
port Team (CCST), sald only
a few studies have bean pub-
1ishad on this molacule. “Thy-
mosin modulates innate im-
mumity and has a beneficial
effect on T cells, but more
data 1s required before pre-
scribing it as standard treat-
ment. It is not part of CCST

protocol,” said Dr Amarnath.

Dr Ravindra Mehta, pul-
monologlist and member of
the expert commiltiee, BBMP,
says he is unconvinced about
Thymosin's officacy “It was a
challenge to keep trving these
drugs with minimal data on
1is benefls,” sald Dr Mehta.

Dr Pradeep Rangappa,
critical care specialist and
CCST member, sald all evl-
dence on the efficacy of the
drug is anecdotal, while Dr §
Sacchidanand, vicechancel-
lor, Rajiv Gandhi Institute of
Chest Diseases, who spear-
heads the clinical team in the
task force, sald: “There are
certain drugs mentioned in
the protocol which clinicians
CAn use on an experimental
basis at their discretlon. Thy-
mosin is not one of them. We
have not allowed for devia-
tlons. Clinlclans should stick
to protocol.”

Dr Sacchidanand sald it
was flne If it Is a clinleal trial
and necessary permissions
have been obtained.

Dr Eumar sald the Direc-
torate General of Health Ser-
vices' Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation (CD-
SCO) has recommendad Phase
3 clinical trial of Thymosin
Alpha for Covid-19 patients.
“Clinical studies are on and

Sagar Hospiials is one of the
centres,” sald Dr Kamar,



3 out of every 5 patients referred

by govt we

Bengahuru: Private hospitals,
nowhere in the frame In the
initial stages of the pandomic,
have now treated nearly three
out of every five infected pa-
tients referred to hospitals by
the povernment and will have
run up bills amounting vo four
times the sum ralsed by state
run hospitals,

As on Monday (Nov 23),
data shows the povernment
had 1ssued pre-anthorisation
for a total 1,28,436 Covid cases
to he treated In government
and privase hospitals. Pro-an-

Of them, 73,511 patlonts
(57 2% ) were treated in private
hospitals at government cost,
while 51,925 (42.8% ) were traat-
ed in povernment iInstititions.
This is remarkable consider-
ing most patlents were belng
treated N govermment Insti-
tions till late June, when 50%
of beds in privale establish-
ments were earmarked for
Covid patients referred by
public anthorities.

The cost of treatment for
pre-authorised patients in pri-
vate hospitals was Rs 484 crore,
as against Rs 114 crore for gov-
ernment hospitals. In Bengal-
uru alone, 52,967 patients were
referred to hospitals and a
majority of them werse sent (o
private hospitals.

So far, private hospitals

SAFELY nIBSEIHL prﬂem&ﬂtﬂvanmdem fora dass
at Maharani College for Women in Benga luru

and medlcal colleges havo
been reimbursed Hs 146.6
crore for having treated 35,187
people, while government
hospitals have got Hs 10.7
crore for treating 14,564 pa-
tlents. The rest of the bills are
In various stages of payment.
While officials say pre-au-
thorisatlon was issued based
on avallability of beds, loca-
tion of hospitals and the na-
ture of emergency, they admit
that In several cases patients’
cholce was accommodated.
“The first preference was
povernment bads, but povern-
ment hospitals have fewear bads
than private hospitals,” said
BBMP commissioner N Man-
Junatha Prasad, who Insisted
that the pressure to allocate a
bed In private hospitals was

soor only in 4-5% of cases.

Panka] Kumar Pandey,
commissioner, health and fam-
1ly welfare department,
clatmad the main reason why
data is skewed in favour of pri-
vate hosplials 1s becausse thay
have more number of beds.

“We also reserved beds in
govarnment hosplials for non-
Covid patients too,” Pandoy
said. “Bed availability in many
taluk hospitals was limited
and Infectad people were sant
to private hosplitals for treat-
ment. When given a choice,
patlents may have preferred
private hospitals based on
their perception.”

Private Hospitals and
Nursing Homes Assoclation
(PHANA) said it does not
have precise data on the num-

berof patients raforred to the
private hospitals.

“Once private hospitals be-
gan adminting Covid-19 cases,
patients needing ICU and
critical care were sent to us,”
Dr HM Prasanna, president,
PHANA, sald. “Data Sugposts
nearly 70% of healthcare na-
tionally is delivered by the
private healtheare sector This
could be true of Covid too.
While 1/3rd of the cases are
handled by the povernment,
close to 2/3rd are taken care of

nt to prlate hospltals

tlents chose private hospitals
largely because they needed
better infrastructure and treat-
ment. “0Once private hosplials
Joined the fray, the mortality
rate began declining,” he said.

However, Pandey sald tmeat-
ment in private hosplials was
often not up to the mark.

“We recalved several com-
plaints about shoddy troat-
ment in private hospitals and
we intervened. Perception
may have blotted out actual

MNow, with cases on the de-
cline, the povernment has de-
clded not to refer patients to
the private sector unless 80%
beds In government hospitials
aro fillad. It only refors sovers
cases. “Incase there is asecond
wave, we will resume 50% of
bed sharing, as discussad with
the government,” PHANA
members said.
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Jalahalli underpass work
won't disrupt t ﬂic. Pahke

Mithya Mandyam@t mesgroup. com

Bengaluru: BEMP is making arrange-
Ments to ensune trafflc movement is not
restricted during construction of a
grade separator at Jalahalli Cross, the
Intersection of Subroto Mukhorjee
Road and Tumakurno Road.

The civic agency has proposed con-
structing the underpass using the mn-
nelling and contignous plling method
for the first time tomake sure vehicular
movement can continue at the busy
Junction even as work goes on under-
ground. According to officials, the un-
derpass will be built by burrowing a
tunnel and (s retaining walls by using
contlguous plles. The dry and cohe-
sive soil at the spot 1s said to be apt to
take up such work.

ALTERNATIVE METHOD

The proposal involves construction
of a four-lane divided bl-directional un-
derpass along Subroto Mukherjee Road
and Peenya Industrial Ring Road, across
MNHA. Itwill Include a 7.5m-wide s1p road
and Zm-wide footpath along with a drain
and utility pipes towands the
Circlesideand lim-widesliproad and3m-
widesidewalk along withadralnand util-
1ty pipes towards Peenya Industrial Area
gide at grade level.

“TraMc volume at this Junctlon is
significant and there 18 no alternative
route available todivertit,” said BS Pra-
hallad, chief engineer, BBMP (roads).

The Junction 18 In the middie of a

thickly populated arca which tooms

INFRA HURDLES: Traffic problems during
the Kundalahalli underpass work prompted
BEMP to look for an alternative technigue

with Industrial and commerclal estab-
lishments and residential pockets and
witnesses a larze footfall. Given the vol- :
ume of motorised traffic at the junc-

tion, pedestrians face grave risks.

“This project is the need of the hour
Tt will have four subways for easy move-
ment of pedestrians,” the chief engl- :
neet added. Acquisitionof 10.432sgmof
area has been completed. The total cost -
of the project Is Rs 108 crore and It'sex- |
pected to be completed within a year

Work will begin in a month.

BEMP officialssaid the Kundalahal- :
Il underpass method can't be used hore -
and hence the new techmique. “The :
open-cut method in Kundalahalliwasa :
disaster as the work Is still under way
and there are only two service roads :
available for commuters, which are :
chock-a-block with vehicles. Delay in
land acquisition also complicated prob-

lems,” Prahallad said.
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- 2 containment

recovery rate

- L]

in city: BBMP
Bengalurn: After having had
40,563 Covid19 containment
mones in Aungust, Bengalurn
now has only two. This cap-
tures the pandemic trajectory
in the IT capital, senior BEMP
officials said at a webinar on
Wednesday

The event was organised by
Namma Bengaluru Founda-
tion in assoclation with RWAS
and BEMP health officlals to
throw Heght on pandemic man-
agement. Bengaluru's recov-
ory rate lsoveros% and thisisa
positive thing, sald Rajendra
Cholan, BEMP special com-
missioner health and IT.

Till November 23, Bengalu-
ru reported 3,65,317 positive
cases and 3,43,1689 of them have
recovered. With 4,001 deaths,
themortality rate 1s L1 percent.
There have been complaints,
though, about test reports not
belng sent In time, delaying
people's plans to travel or re-
turn to work.

"We've resolved the issue
now Eariler data was glven to
the state agencies and they
were 0 send the detalls, but
now we have rorouted it to
PHCs and the BEMP war room.
We'll give these details to the
people in Jess than 24 hours,”
Cholan sald. e



4 yrs on, ORR Metro awaits Centre’s nod

‘Will protest if infra work not
over before Metro line opens’

Christin MathewPhilip
@timesgroup.com
Bengalurn: It's been 8 month
since two flrms emerged the
lowest bidders for the Silk
Board-ER Puram section on
Outer Ring Road Metro corri-
dor. However, Bangalore Met-
roRail Corporation Limited is
yet to award tenders due to de-
lay in getting the Centra’s ap-

proval for the project.

In December 2019, BMRCL
floated a tender for the 19-km
elevated stretch (Light Blue
Line) with 13 stations along
ORR, but it was later put on
hold due to delay in getting
nod from the Centre.

Last month, BMRCL
opened bids after chief minis-
ter BS Yedlyurappa gave the
green signal. Mumbal-based
Afcons Infrastructure Limit-
ed emerged the lowest bidder
with Rs 785 crore for the first
package —9.8km elevated sec-
tion with six stations (Central
SIIk BoardJunction, HSR Lay-
out, Agara Junction, Iblur
Junction, Bellandur, Kadu-
beesanahalll and construc-
tion of a 2.8m flyover at Cen-
tral 511k Board).

Bengaluru-based Shanka-
ranarayana Constructlons
Pvt Ltd was the lowest bidder
with Rs 623 crore for the sec-
ond package —9.Tkm elevated
sectlon with seven statlons
(Kodibisanahallli, Maratha-
halli, ISRD Layout, Dodda-

BMRCL had prepared

a project report for
the ORR Metro in

2016 at a cost

Rs 4,202 cr and the
section was to be
operational by 2021

nekkundi, DRDO Sports Com-
plex, Saraswathl Nagar (Ma-
hadevapura) and KR Puram
and a Zkm link line to Byappa-
nahalli depot).

BMRCL had prepared a de-
tailed project report for the
ORR Metro in 2016 at a cost Rs
4,202 croreand thesectlon was
to be operational by 2021 It
had planned to commence civ-
Il works in December 2020 and
they were expected to be com-
pleted in 2024-25.

The line is crucial for the
clty as it passes through theIT
corridor housing several mul-
tinational companies. Howev-
er, the ministry of housing
and urban affalrs (MoHUA) 18
turning a blind eye despite
BJP being in power in both at
the Centreand the state.

“WWio have beon trying to get
the Centre's approval for ORR
Metro for the past three and a
half years, but only now it 1s re-
aching the approval stage,” sald
asenior BMRCL official.

Experts say BMRCL could
have started construction with-
out major traffic disruptions
since most companies along

Times News Nerwork

Bengalurn: While Kanakapu-
ra Road (Yelachenahalll-Anja-
napura) Metro section is all set
to be inaugurated, residents
from the locality have threat-
ened to Stage a protost over de-
lay in completion of Infras.
tructure work by BMRCL.
The commissioner of Met-

ro rall safety on Monday gave |

the nod for extension of Green
Line (Nagasandra-Yelachena-

hallf) operations up to Anaja- |48

RESIDENTS’ THREAT

napura. However, rosidonts say
only about 40% of road and foot-
path work has been done so far
“Wewill protest if theMetroline
15 openied without completion of
the work,” said a founder-mem-
ber of Changemakers of Kana-
Kapura Road (CMEKR).

Abdul Aleem, convenor of
CMER, said: “We conducted a
survey of Kanakapura Road
from Sarakkl Junction to NICE
Road Junction on Wednesday.

MEW ADDITION: The Kanakapura
Road ( Yelachenahal li-Anjanapura)
section may open by December 15

We found only 40% of the clvil
work has been completed and
asphalting has just started.”

ABMRCLofficial sald work
on developing non-motorisod
transport infrastructure along
the section got delayed due to
the pandemie. "It will be com-
pleted after commissioning of
theline,” he added.

ORR are working from home
doe to Covid-19. Vishwanath
Seotharam, founder-secretary
of Outer Ring Road Companies
Association, said: “This i1s the
right time to start work since

0% of employees are working
remotely They should take up
this corridor on priority and
complete It before techles and
other offlce-goers return to the
city after a vaccine s ready.”
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‘Not paid for 6 months,
~ say pourakarmikas

Nithyva.Mandyamatimesgroup.com

: Bengalmr:  Pourakarmikas
: across the clity have been com-
: plaining that they haven't re-
: pelved payments for 51X months,

: but the BBMP claims a minus-

: culenumber of employees are af-
- fected due tosystemic Issues.

i “I've been working through
- the pandemic, but BEMP has not
: paid me a single paise for six
© months now We're also not pot-
: ting any health benefits,” sald a
: pourakarmikafrom Jayanagar.
: Another worker from Kaval-
: byrasandra sald her family has
:  plled updebts asshe 1snot getting
- salary “My friends and I've been

- working regularly and we regls-

: tored our attiendance on the blo-
: metric system, but contractors
= vandalise these machines and

: claim we never worked. When we

. complain tosenior health inspec.
: tors, they ask us to speak to the

: contractors. But they threaten to

. emove Us from our jJobs, which 1s
: worrisome,” she added.

: “There are stray cases of pou-
. rakarmikas not recelving sala-
: ries,” Randeep D, special com-
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Will look into issue
The biometric
system will be

updated soon. We'll
then know how many

pourakarmikas are actually
workingwith BBMP and how

many haven't got payment
Randeep D | seeciaL

OIS SICHH ER, 5 i

missioner, SWM, said, adding
such cases will be handled indi-
vidually According to Randeep,
the mumber of pourakarmikas in
the city has come down post the

Covid-19outhreak.
“Welnitlally had 18 500 poura-
karmikas, but now the nmumber
might be 11,000 or 13,000 a5 many
have quit and some have not re-
sumed work,” he added. There
could be others called by engi-
neers for work but who are not
reglstered In the DIOMETic sys-
tem. Their attendance could have
been taken through a register, he
gald, adding the mater will be
looked intoand wages released.



HC reserves
verdict on PILs
on BBMP polls

Bengaluru: The high court

on Wednesday reserved its
verdict on a batch of pet-
Idons seeking directions for
conducting BEMP elections.
This was after advocate
general Prabhuling K Na-
vadgl replled to the contoen-
tions raised by the petition-
ers, which included the State
Election Commission (SEC)
and several oX-Corporators.
The AG claimed in the ab-
sence of a proper challenge,
the rocent amendment to
Karnataka Municipal Cor-
porations Act, 1976 through
which BEMP wards were In-
creased from 198 to 243 can-
not be ipnored as it has now
become a valid 1aw, enacted
by the state legislatune
Assprting that the state
eovernment is not against

holding timely elections,
he sald the couri can moni-

tor the process by stipulat-

ing timelines within
which the new delimita-

tion process and subse-
gquent polls are to be held.
The delay was only due to
the pandemic, he added. ms
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MHA: Need of the hour is to
follow containment strategy

» Continued from page 1

=~ "he MHA guidelines did
not Indicate the maxl-
mum number of guests

or attendees allowed at gath-
erings In open spaces, only
saying this may beflxed Keep-
ing in view the size of the
ground.

The onler allowed states
and UTs o consider adminis-
trative actions, including im-
positon of appropriate fines,
on those not woarlng face
masks in public places and
work. The guidelines not only
put the onus on local disoict,
police and municipal author-
itles to emsure adherence to
prescribed containment mea-
sures, but also required st
and UT governments to ensure
accountability of officers.
While lncal restrictions can be
irmnposad, local lockdowns neod

-

' S 20 !".*-.

For containment zones, the MHA nomms prescribed intensive house-to-
house surveillance by special teams

the Centre’s permission.

The new norms allow all
activities permitted eariler
outside containment zones,
with restrictions. These in-
clude Intornational alr travel
as permicted by the MHA, cin-
ema halls and theatres with up
to 50% capaclty swimming
pools only for training of

sportspersons and business-
to-business exhibitlons. Not-
ing that the number of active
cases in the country had fallen
steadlly from over 10 Jakh
cases on Seprember 18 to less
than4.5lakh, the minisirysaid
cases were rising in some
states and UTS in the last few
wooks, It sald the nead of the
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hour was 0 malntain cantion
and strictly follow the pre-
scribed contalnment strategy
cusaed on survelllance, con-
tainment and strict observa-
tion of guidelines.

For containment zones,
the MHA norms prescribed
intensive house-to-house sur
veillance by special teams,
apgressive testing, lsting of
contacts, along with track-
ing, identification, quaran-
tine and follow-upof contacts
for 14 days, with 80% contacts
to be traced in 72 hours fol-
lowed by quick isolation of
Covid-19patlents.

The guldelines seek to en-
courage organisations and
business entities with 50 or
more employees to avall of the
Aarogva Setu OpenAPl sor
vice, saying this will facilitate
them toreturn o work ina Co-
vid-19 free onvironment.
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No Lockdown, States to
Decide on Local Curbs

Rules will be effective
from Dec 1to 31; states
to consult Centre before
imposing lockdown

to contain the spread of Covid-19
such as night curfew. However, sta-
te and UT governments shall not
Impose any local lockdown (state,
district/sub-division/city  lovel)
outside the containment zones wit-
hout prior consultation with the
Central government,” according to
the guidelines.

Madhya Pradesh and Pun-

(jarat,
Rahul.Tripathi @timesgroup.com  jah have already imposed night cur-

New Delhl: The Centreon Wednes-
day empowered the states and
Unlon Territories to Impose local
restrictions including night cuor-
few, but said they have to consult
the Union government before im-
posing any lockdown outside con-
tAINment Tones.

The new guldelines will beeffect]-
ve from December 1 to 31 and have
beendrafted toprevent large gathe-
rings at weddings and during
Christmas and New Year celebra-
tlons. Home minlstry officlals sald
the directives were formulated af-
ter consulting health experts and
law enforcement agencies.

“States and UTs, based on their as-
sessment of the situatlon, may Im-
pose local restrictions with & view

CONTAINING THE SPREAD

Statesand UTs
@ may impose
local restric-
tions, such as night cur-
few, with aview tocontain
thespread of Covid-19

few. In 1ts order for “Survelllance,
Containment and Caution™ for De-
cember, the home ministry empowe-
red local authorities including the po-
Heeand district and municipal autho-
ritlos in containment 20nes tostrictly
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fiollow the protocols and asked the sta-
e SOVernments to ensure accounta-
bility of theofficials,

“Listingof contactsshall be carrl-
ed out In respect of all persons fo-
und positive, along with their
tracking, identification, quaranti-
ne and follow-up of contacts for 14
days. Quick isolation of Covid-19
patients shall be ensured in treat-
ment facilities,” 1t stated.

The homeminisiry said the focns of
the directives is to consolidate the
substantial gains that have beon
achioved iIncurbing thespread of Co-
vid-19, which are visible in thesteady
decline in number of active cases in
thecountry According to the guideli-
nes, keeping in view the recent spike
In new cases In some states and UTs,
the ongoing festival season and the
onsetof winter, it 18 emphasised that
o flly overcome the pandemic the-
reisaneed tomaintaincautionand
to strictly follow the prescribed
contalnment straegy.

The containment strategy should
be focussed on surveillance, conta-
inment and strict observance of
the guidelines and S0Ps issued by
the home and health ministries, ac-
cording to the order:
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Ambulance drivers have been slogging

beginning of the pandemic. But they

haven’t been paid for four months now

:EXPENDABLE

| Pragna L Krupa
c-pragna.krupad@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @Pragna_MIRROR
few months ago, people
wire Crving out for ambu-
lances. But now, as covid
numbers are falling and
the healthcare system
seems t0 be in better control of the
pandemic, the ambulance drivers
are crying out for help. Most of
them who risked their lives drving
covid patients to the hospital, have
not been paid salaries from July.
Sore of thiese drivers wenz
recruited under duress - slopped on
the road and threatened o join
covid duty in July - after the Chiel
Mimister of Kamaraka announced
that 200 ambulances would be

:Basawaraj
, Dasarahalli -

| —
u

added to iis Aeet. Bul now thelr
condition is pitable,

Death and debt
Ramakrishna, a 50-year-old
cowid ambrulance driver worked
for an agency in Doddaballapur
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S BULE

| Doddaballapur l‘:

but would lerry patients bor tree
i Pavapada, his hometown, o
the weekends. Unfortunately, he
sucommbed to covid in August
but his son, Tamn, 23, is still
waiting for the agency to setthe
his salary, pending (rom July.

fam
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Ramakrishna
Doddaballapur

Said Tarun, It was very difticult
to find armnbulances in our town
and my father stepped in to
drive patients to the hospital
without charging them money.
We owned one vehicle,
CONTINUED OMN PAGE 4 »



State records 1,630 C+ cases, 19 deaths

| Bangalore Mirror Bureau
mybangaloremirror@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

arnataka added 1,630 new cases of

covid-19 and 19 deaths taking the total

infection count to 8,78,055 and the
death toll to 11,714, the health department
said on Wednesday.

The day also saw 1,333 patients getting
discharged after recovery, leaving 24,890
active cases. Bengaluru Urban district
continued to account for a major share of
the cases as it reported 916 infections on
Wednesday.

Cumulatively, 8,78,055 covid cases have
been confirmed and these include 11,714
deaths and 8,41,432 discharges, the health
department said in its bulletin. Of the

active cases, 24,485 patients are stable in
isolation at designated hospitals while 405
are in intensive care units, it said.

Eleven of the fresh deaths were from
Bengaluru Urban. Other districts that
reported fresh cases included Chitradurga
(70), Mysuru (61), and Bengaluru Rural
(51).

Bengaluru Urban district tops the list
of positive cases, with a total of 3,66,233
infections, followed by Mysuru 50,347 and
Ballari 38,156.

Among discharges, Bengaluru Urban
again tops the list with a total of 3,43,771
discharges, followed by Mysuru at 48,708
and Ballari at 37,318.

A total of 1,05,70,159 samples have been
tested so far, out of which 1,22, 454 were
tested on Wednesday alone.
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Though most of these roads
are narrow, the locality with
over 20,000 commercial
establishments of all kinds,
has been a go-to shopping
destination for many due
tov the availability of a wide
variety of items at cheaper
rabes.

During the inspection,
Gupta directed officials to
work with the police and
prepare a traffic diversion
plan in order to execube the
project with minimal disrupton.
The stretch, which connects KR
Market and KG Road, is being
developed by the Bangalore Smart
City Pvt Ltd. Traders had also
requested the BEMP wo develop BVK
Iyengar Road at par with Church
Street and Commercial Street.

Road restoration
Among the key demands raised by

i %, PCMohan, Bengaluru Central MP, and Gauray Gupta, BEMP administrator,

traders was the restoration of roads
dug up by the BWSSB for laying
sewage pipelines. “After 15 years,
the BWSSE has started replacing old
pipelines. Many of the roads includ-
ing Mamulpet, Sultanpet, OTC
Road, Akkipet and Balepet are left
unattended to afver being dug up.

Many roads such as
Mamulpet, OTC
Road, Sultanpet,
Akkipet and Balepet
are left unattended
to. These roads are
not getting enough
attention from BBMP
—3ajjan Raj Mehta, trader

These roads are not getting as much
attention as they deserve from the
BEMF,"” 5ajjan Raj Mehta, a trader
from Chickpet said.

Gupta directed officials 1o pre-
pare a master plan for the area with
regard Lo improving drainage sys-
tem and road so that the roads are
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visited Chickpet on Wednesday to take stock of the situation

mot dug up after they are restored.
He also assured traders that the de-
silting of the drains along the roads
wotld be taken up once the BWSSE
completes its work.

As maost of the roads in Chickpet
are narrow and also attract huge
crowds, the roads are always
jammed with vehicles.

Some citizens want the BEMP to
conwvert some of these mads only for
pedestrians, an experiment intro-
duced in Commercial Street on

Watch this

weekends.
e [N

alive on your %
davice -

by scanning

this QR code E




BBMP’s grand plan: Give
Avenue Rd more leg room

Chickpet road to get umfurm carrlageways pavements a la Church Street

| Naveen.Menezes
dAtimesgroup.com

TWEETS @Bangalanahif AOR

Chickpet with lots of
space for vehicles and
pedestrians? Don't pinch
vourself, this may oot be
a dream. The Bruthat Ben-
palum Mahanagara Palike (BBME)
plans to upgrade one of the three
ratin roads in the thicklv-packed
Chickpet. The road will be devel-
oped along the TenderSURE model
with uniform carriageways and a
good pavemernt for pedestrians,

The BEMP has already devel-
oped the Cottonpete Main Road,
much to the delight of traders and
4 1-km stretch of BVE Iyengar Road
is Hkely to be taken up next.

On Wednesday, Bengaluru
Central MP PC Mohan and BREMP
Administrator Gaurav Gupta took
stock of the condition of roads and
the drainage system in Chickpet
alang with officials from ditferent
departments.

Though most of these roads
are narrow, the locality with
aver 20,000 commercial
establishments of all kinds,
has been a go-to shopping
destination for many due
to the availability of a wide
variety of items at cheaper
rates.

Dwuring the inspection,
Gupta directed officials to
work with the police and
prepare a traffic diversion
plan in order to execute the
project with minimal disruption.
The stretch, which connects KR
Macket and KG Road, is being

ANANTHA Mﬂl“iﬂ\'i“l}

PC Mohan, Bengaluru Central MP, and Gauray Gupta, BBMP administrabos,
_'_._ visited Chickpet on Wednesday to take stock of the situation

Many roads such as
Mamulpet, OTC
Road, Sultanpet,
AkKkipet and Balepet
are left unattended
to. These roads are
not getting enough
attention from BBEMP
—3ajian Raj Mehta, trader

not dug up after they are restored.
Hz also assured traders that the de-
silting of the drains along the moads
woild be taken up once the BWSSH
completes its work.

As maost of the roads in Chickpet
are narrow and also attract huge
crowds, the roads are always
jammed with vehicles.

Some citizens want the BEMP to
convert some of these roads onby for
pedestrians, an experiment intro-
duced in Commercial Street on
weekends.
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Ambulance
drivers have
not been paid
for 4 months

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

He had been driving from March to July
and then they asked him to pick up
patiertts in Doddaballapur. He had a loan
of Rs. 2 lakh loan, just for diesel expenses
whikch has still not been paid by the agen-
cy. The agency has still not settled his
salarv. He was even awarded the
Rajyostava Prashasti in Favagada for his
service to society. In August, he suc-
cumbed to-cowvid after spending Foar days
in a Tumbkur Hospital ICU, We'ne strug-
gling to pay off the lnans.”

Anwthier ambulance driver, Kesbav, a
resident of Byrasandra sold his ambu-
lance to pay for his mother's treatment.
Keshav said that he has not been paid
since September. °1 didn't have money
{Rs 2 lakh) to pay for my mother's knes
surgery, 5o 1 sold my ambulance for Ks, 1
lakh. I'm still waiting for the agency to
clear my dues of Rs 1,20,000, | have bor-
rowed money to meet my daily needs,”
said Keshav.

Basavaraj, 28, a resident of Dasarahalli
near Magadi Road, used to ferry covid
patients to hospital since July. But after
August, Basavaraj, has not be paid. “I
have to look after my parents, 1 don't
have money to fill diesel in my ambuo-
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1 have been advised a
surgery for kidney
stones but | have
delayed it as | don't have
money. | drive the
ambulance in pain. |
have three school going
children to look after
=\ankatesh
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| have been advised a
surgery for Kidney
stones but | have
delayed it as | don't have
money. | drive the
ambulance in pain. |
have three school going
children to look after
~Venkatesh

lance. | have had to sell my mother’s jew-
ellery. | didn't even have money for regu-
lar vehicle maintenance. We were told
that we would get pald on time. Thelieved
the agency pledged my mother’s gold
jewelry tor Bs. 1.5 lakh. Every time we ask
for our salary, they stall and ask us o wait
for a week.”

Venkatesh, 38, a resident of Pavagada
in Tumkur, drives ambulances in
Doddaballapur and Yelahanka, He said,
“I have heen advised a surgery for kidney
stones but | have delayved it because |
don't have money. [ drive the ambulance
in pain, 1 have three school going chil-
dren to lnok after. They have not paid us
since July. I have pawned my wite's and
my sisters jewellery.”

Anand G who drives an ambulance
that transports covid bodies in
Doddaballapur said that he had taken
Ioan against his ambulance about three
months back hoping he could repay it
with his salary. With his salary delayed,
he received a notice that his vehicle will
be selzed. *T reside with my parenis and
graridmother. [ have not been able to pay
my house rent for five months. We have
not been paid a salary since August. This
will bring us to ruin,”

When BBMTP Commissioner,
Manjunath Prasad was asked about this,
he said, *There could be a little delay of a
manth or two and not more than that
but 1 will find out why their salaries have
not been cleared.”
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New Covid norms out for
surge states

NEW DELHI, DHNS

Tracing and tracking 80%
of contacts of a Covid-19 pa-
tient in 72 hours and allow-
ing states to implement stag-
gered office timings in cities
with higher positivity rate
besides imposing measures
like night curfew are among
the Centre’snew guidelinesto
tackle the surging pandemic.

States are also allowed
to restrict the number of
people attending social, reli-
gious, sports, entertainment,
educational, cultural and
other gatherings to 100 in
closed places from the exist-
ing ceiling of 200 based on the
situation.

The ‘Guidelines for Sur-
veillance, Containment and
Caution’, issued by the Minis-
tryof Home Affairs (MHA) on
Wednesday against the back-
drop of rising Covid-19 cases
following the festival season
and onset of winter, will come
into effect on Decemberland
beinplace till the month-end.

According to the guide-
lines, all activities, except
a few, are allowed outside
containment zones. Inter-
national air traffic, barring
those allowed by the MHA,
will remain suspended while

CURBING SPREAD

m Track 80% contactsin
3days

m Staggered office
timings

m Night curfew

m Cap on gatherings

m International flights
on hold

m Define containment
Zones

swimming poolswill continue
tobe allowed only for training
of sports persons. Exhibition
halls will be allowed only for
‘business to business’ events.

The guidelines come a
day after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held a video
conference with Chief Minis-
ters on tackling the Covid-19
situation.
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Order reserved
on BBMP polls

BENGALURLU, DHNS: The high
court has reserved its orderon
a barch of petitions for hold-
ing BEMP elections immedi-
ately.

The BEMP pollsshould have
been held by now as the term
of the last council ended on
September 10, 2020, The gov-
ernment has delayed the elec-
tions citing the amendment
to the Karnataka Municipal
Corporations Act 1976, which
increased the number of BEMP
wards from 198 vo 243,

On Wednesday, Advocate
General (AG) Prabhuling K Na-
vadgi responded tothe conten-
tions raised by the petitioners,
including the Stare Election
Commission.

He =said avalidly constitured
legislation can be struck down
only on three limited grounds:
for lacking legislative com-
petence, violating the funda-
mental rights and if found to
be ‘manifestly arbitrary”. In the
absence of such a finding, the
sovernment cannot be direct-
ed toignorea lawvalidly enact-
ed by the state legislature, he
argued. He, however, clarified
thart the state had no objection
tothe prayer for holding timely
elections but maintained that
the delay was only due to Cov-
id-19.

According tothe petitioners,
allowing a fresh delimitation
process would further delay
the elections as new ward-
wise reservation and voter lists
would have to be prepared. A
senior counsel appearing for
one of the petitioners stated
that 2021 being a census year,
thedelimitation exercise would
cause even more delay.



Desilt drains to avoid flooding

in Chickpet, says BBMP chief

Comes amid complaints of
poor infrastructureinthe area

BENGALURL, DHNS

BMPadministrator Gau-

rav Gupta on Wednes-

day visited several parts
of Chickpet and inspected the
functioning of civic amenities
after mounting complaints
of poor infrastructure and
choked drains.

P C Mohan, MF, Bangalore
Central, and representatives of
the Chickpet trader’s associa-
tion accompanied the admin-
istrator during the inspection.

BEMP officials told the ad-

ministrator that the Cotton-
pet road has been developed
under TenderSURE, while the
othertworoads—Avenue and
BVKIyengar Road —will soon
be developed.

“We have planned to de-
velop Avenue Road under the
Smart City project and BWS-
5B has already completed the
underground drainage work,”
an official explained.

Gupta walked along Gun-
dappa street, Mamulpet, Old
Taragupet, Sultanpet, OTC
Road Akkipetand Balepetand

BBMP Administrator Gaurav G

upta, MP P CMohan and BBMP

officialsinspect civic works on Wednesday. bH PHOTO/S K DINESH

interacted with traders andlo-
cal residents. He directed offi-
cials to level the dug-up roads

andasphaltitusing hot-mix or

concrete to facilitate smooth
traffic flow.
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Traders complained about
the flooding of bylanes along
Mamulpet main road, which
MP Mohan attributed todelay
in desilting drains.

“None of the drains have

beendesilted along the stretch
and hence, flooding happens
during the rain. If all drains
are desilted, rainwater will
flow out without flooding the
stretch,” Mohan clarified.

Gupta directed the engi-
neers to immediately take up
the desilting work and ensure
water flows through without
stagnation.

Alternate road
Guptainstructed the chiefen-
gineer, Smart City project, to
submitadetailed plan todevel-
op Avenue Road (1km) within
aweek providing all timelines
and notify alternate roads for
motorists to commute until
the work gets completed.

He also directed engineers
to prepare a feasibility report
ondeveloping SJP Road under
the Smart City project.



Offlin

2 classes haven't been received well by students.

DH FILE PHOTO/JANARDHANBK

A week on, just 20% student
attendancein colleges

BENGALURU, DHNS: Student
attendance at most degree
colleges and universities
across the state hasremained
less than 20%, even a week af-
ter physical classesreopened
for final-year undergraduate
and postgraduate courses on
November17.

While postgraduate de-
partments in some state-run
universities saw a gradual
increasein student numbers,
theattendance hasn'tcrossed
20%inthe majority of others.

The principal of an aided
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college said that out of 200
students, only 14-15 were at-
tending offline classes. Stu-
dent numbers at Bangalore
University haven't gone
beyond 20% either, said an
official.

‘50%-60% attendance’

Proft T D Kemparaju,
Vice-Chancellor, Bengaluru
North University, said some
affiliated colleges had report-
ed 50%-60% attendance and
hoped it would further im-
prove over the next week.
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